
Dear Neighbor:

Our nation is in a recession, and states across America are feeling 

the eff ects.

Connecticut faces these uncertain times with a biennial budget that 

makes important investments in local schools, roads, health care, 

school readiness, municipal aid, criminal justice programs, and 

other vital needs.

However, state revenue forecasts continue to drop, and just as 

Connecticut’s families are tightening their belts, so must our state 

government. While we held the line on any new spending during 

this past legislative session, we were still able to fi nd ways to help 

the people of our state by enacting long-needed reforms in our 

criminal justice system, health care, consumer protection, and the 

environment.

As always, I look forward to hearing from you.

 Sincerely,

 Gary LeBeau

 State Senator

 State Senator

  Gary LeBeau
Recently, I was joined by Senate President Pro Tempore Donald Williams (center) and UTC Vice-President of Business 
Development Michael Brown for a tour of the UTC Power facility in South Windsor. The tour was organized to promote 
a bill I introduced in the Commerce Committee that sought tens of millions of dollars in state bonding to support 
Connecticut’s role as the global leader in fuel cell research, development and production. In the photo above, we stand 
before the only hydrogen fueling station in the state where the Connecticut Transit BioBus comes to fuel up.
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I’m proud to 

represent the 

3rd Senate District:

East Hartford

Ellington

East Windsor

South Windsor

hb

Aid For Our Towns
A very important part of my job representing the people of the 3rd state Senate 

District is ensuring East Hartford, Ellington, East Windsor and South Windsor 

receive their fair share of state funding. I am pleased to report the following grants 

and reimbursements from the state for Fiscal Years 2006–2007 and 2008–2009:

Fiscal Year 06–07 Fiscal Year 08–09

Total Education Grants $59,179,599 $71,425,208

Town Aid Road Fund Grant $778,889 $779,974

Mashantucket Pequot & Mohegan Fund Grant $752,319 $767,290

Local Capital Improvement Program (LoCIP) $761,198 $781,153

Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) $1,215,115 $1,029,520

Total $62,687,119 $74,783,145

 This newsletter has been printed 

on 100% post-consumer recycled 

paper manufactured entirely with 

Green-e certifi ed wind-generated 

electricity. Please recycle when done.

Keeping Jobs and Tax Revenue in Connecticut
Many Connecticut-based companies are losing state contracts to out-of-state 

companies. Instead of using state contracts to create jobs here, all too often 

multi-million dollar contracts are awarded to consulting fi rms in Arizona, 

printers in Michigan, and so on. I helped to pass a bill that will keep more of our 

tax dollars and jobs in Connecticut. Th e ‘reciprocal preference’ or ‘Golden Rule’ 

bill levels the playing fi eld for local companies competing with certain out-of-

state companies. Th e bill ensures that if another state off ers an advantage to its 

own companies, then we do the same for our companies when they try to win a 

contract with the State of Connecticut.

Veterans Benefi ts
We continue to recognize the sacrifi ces made by veterans and military personnel 

from Connecticut and their families. We approved a bill to enhance 

unemployment benefi ts for spouses if they voluntarily leave their jobs because 

their military spouse has been relocated. Legislation 

was also passed to provide additional educational 

opportunities for certain veterans and their 

families. One measure requires the state-run 

institutions of higher education to off er 

tuition waivers for any state resident who is 

a dependent or surviving spouse of an 

active-duty military member who was 

killed in action after September 11, 2001.

Fighting the High Cost of Gasoline & Energy
We all know that the cost of fuel is sky-high—aff ecting how much 

you pay for gas and groceries. While we can’t stop fuel prices from 

rising, we can prevent tax increases from further driving up the 

cost. Th is June, we said NO to a scheduled increase in the gross 

receipts tax. By blocking this tax hike, we’re hoping to save you a 

few cents on each gallon, and that adds 

up. We’re also taking action to help 

seniors and working families 

survive the high cost of the 

looming home heating oil season.



▲

SAVING FOR RETIREMENT

As co-chair of the 

General Assembly’s 

Commerce Committee, 

I spoke at a press 

conference during this 

past session announcing 

a plan with the State 

Comptroller’s Office to 

create a pool of 

retirement savings plans 

such as 401(k)s to be 

made available to small 

business employees and 

the self-employed at cost 

savings that would 

benefit individuals and 

the economy. 

Unfortunately, this bill 

did not become law this 

year. Also pictured are 

Senate President Pro 

Tempore Donald Williams 

and State Comptroller 

Nancy Wyman.

Allowing Seniors to 
Receive Care at Home
Many seniors who require long-term 

care would prefer to receive that care 

in their own home or with a relative 

caregiver. For many, that is not an option 

due to Medicaid reimbursement rules. 

A federal program called ‘Money Follows 

the Person’ allows Medicaid funds to 

‘follow the patient’ from nursing homes 

to more personalized settings. Th e 

state program can currently enroll 700 

seniors, but we expanded the program 

to accommodate up to 5,000. Th e state’s 

reimbursement rate for those in the 

program will climb from 50 to 75 percent 

for each enrollee. Most seniors prefer 

home care when complete independence 

is no longer possible, and this federal/

state partnership grants that wish 

while shoring up the state’s fi nances.

State Senator

Gary LeBeau
3rd District

LEGISLATIVE  INITIATIVES

TO RECEIVE MORE INFORMATION on any of the following issues, fi ll out this coupon and mail it to 
me, e-mail or call my offi ce. Make sure to give your name and mailing address and indicate which 
issues you’re interested in. My contact information is on the opposite side of this mailer.
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E-mail:

Criminal Justice Reforms
Crime is an issue that has been on the minds of many state residents for several 

months, and the General Assembly took strong and decisive action this year on a 

variety of criminal justice matters. Th e legislature created the new crime of “home 

invasion,” which carries a mandatory 10-year minimum jail term, and created a 

full-time, professional Board of Pardons and Parole. We also approved doubling 

and tripling prison sentences for the most violent of criminals while 

simultaneously giving criminal justice 

professionals the $10 million needed 

to enhance public safety. Th at money 

will be used to prosecute repeat 

off enders, track sexual off enders, hire 

more investigators and probation 

offi  cers, and increase funding for 

prisoner re-entry programs.

Lowering Health Care Costs for 
Municipalities and Small Businesses 
Th is legislative session we tried to tackle one of the biggest issues driving up our 

property taxes—health care costs for our cities and towns. Th e Connecticut 

Healthcare Partnership would allow municipalities, small businesses and 

nonprofi ts to voluntarily join the state employee health insurance plan. By 

expanding this large pool of insured, we would increase bargaining power and 

lower costs for municipalities. Not only would this benefi t property tax payers, but 

it would also benefi t small businesses—they create the vast majority of jobs in 

Connecticut, but are hit the hardest when it comes to skyrocketing health care 

costs. As of this writing, the governor has indicated that she will veto this bill.

Teen Driver Requirements 
and Education
Communities across the state are 

grieving over the loss of young lives 

in tragic automobile accidents. Th e 

General Assembly made several 

changes this year to help prevent 

fatal accidents involving teenage 

drivers and passengers. Teens are 

now required to spend more time 

behind-the-wheel before they can 

get a driver’s license, and they cannot 

drive with passengers under age 

18 who are not immediate family 

for a year. Teens will also face 

harsh penalties—including license 

suspensions—for driving under the 

infl uence of alcohol or drugs, reckless 

driving, speeding, street racing and 

using a cell phone while driving. While 

we cannot prevent every accident, 

if we can save just one family from 

tragedy, these new laws will be a 

success. Additionally, the Senate 

unanimously approved legislation 

that would ban open containers of 

alcohol in motor vehicles. While 

the bill did not pass this year, I will 

continue to support this measure.

Protecting Homeowners 
and Our Economy
Connecticut has one of the highest home foreclosure 

rates in the country. Th is year, I supported legislation 

to help keep families in their homes and protect our 

local economy from the subprime mortgage crisis. 

Th e legislation we passed created the Homeowner’s 

Equity Recovery Opportunity (HERO) loan program, 

which allows the Connecticut Housing Finance 

Authority to purchase 

home loans from 

lenders and place 

eligible borrowers 

on aff ordable 

payment 

schedules for 30-year fi xed-rate mortgages. We also 

re-initiated the state’s Emergency Mortgage 

Assistance Program, reinvested in the CT FAMILIES 

Program, created a foreclosure mediation program, 

and placed new restrictions and license requirements 

on mortgage brokers and lenders.

Ethics Reform
Many of my constituents are surprised when they hear 

that elected offi  cials or public employees convicted of 

corruption can still get their taxpayer-funded pension 

when they retire. Th is session, we made ethics reform a 

top priority, and I’m proud that we passed a compre-

hensive, bipartisan ethics reform bill out of the Senate. 

Under our proposal, corrupt politicians and corrupt 

public employees would no longer automatically 

receive pensions, it would be illegal to be off ered a bribe 

and not report it, and legislators would be required to 

attend mandatory ethics training every four years. 

Unfortunately, this bill did not become law 

during the regular legislative session.

Global Warming Solutions
Connecticut has once again shown that it is a leader in environmental protection 

with the passage of a bill that creates a timeline and targets through 2050 for 

Connecticut to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions. “An Act Concerning 

Connecticut Global Warming Solutions” unanimously passed the Senate after 

overwhelming passage in the House. Th e new law requires Connecticut to reduce 

its greenhouse gas emissions to at least 10 percent below 1990 levels by January 1, 

2020, and to at least 80 percent below 2001 levels by January 1, 2050. It is 

estimated that in 1990, Connecticut emitted 45 million metric tons of greenhouse 

gases. Most of these gases are the result of burning fossil fuels for transportation, 

though electric generation and residential energy use also contribute heavily.


